
Arizona  Citizen
Skateboard school combines 

math, McTwists

Independently owned and operated   |  Wednesday,  March 31, 2010

Photo by  Ralph Freso /East Valley Tribune

Geoff Eaton, shown above, is the owner of Kids That Rip, a skateboard school in Mesa. The school has five 
children, including his own two sons and the students have regular classes until 2:30 pm. After that, the 
kids practice their skateboarding skills until 8:30 pm. 

Hayley Ringle, East Valley Tribune

 Reading, writing 
and ripping: 
These three 
subjects are 

part of the everyday curriculum 
for five East Valley children as 
they learn in a unique Mesa pri-
vate school where skateboard-
ing training is given as much 
time as typical school subjects. 
(Ripping is a term for someone 
who is skating really well.)
 Geoff Eaton started the 
skateboarding program at his 
family-owned Desert Devils 
Gymnastics facility in Mesa for 
his two sons and skateboarding 
aficionados, Jett, 11, and Jag-
ger, 9. 
 Both boys have been fea-
tured on the Disney Channel 
and have three skateboarding 
company sponsors.
 Wooden vertical ramps, 
bowls and various other street-
style skating obstacles were 
built among the trampolines, 

parallel bars and mats at the 
51,000-square-foot facility.
  One room of the center is 
basically an indoor skateboard 
park with pyramids, rails, ledges, 
stairs, ramps and flat ground for 
skaters of all ages to learn how to 
skate.
 Eaton wanted to start an after-
school skating program as a safe, 
positive, drug-free place for kids 
to skate without the cursing and 
fighting found at most public, 
outdoor skateboard parks.   
 The idea turned into an actual 
daylong skateboard school called 
Kids That Rip, with math and 
science taught alongside ollies, 
McTwists and kickflips.
 Within a month of putting in 
ramps initially for Jett and Jagger 
at the gymnastics center, parents 
began asking if this was a new 
program their kids could enroll in.
 The idea grew in popularity 
as the center added an eight-foot 
tall wooden bowl in one corner of 

the facility, and a 13 1/2 foot 
vertical ramp in another cor-
ner.Both are built by the same 
company that builds ramps for 
the X Games, Eaton said.
 Eaton hired a certified 
teacher and local skateboard-
ers who were good with kids, 
to start teaching, and the 
school took off on the concrete 
wave.
 Jett and Jagger were moved 
from Fountain Hills Charter 
School to start as the first two 
students in Kids That Rip two 
years ago.
 This school year, the two 
Eaton boys are joined by Au-
gie Lerma, 10, Aaron Goure, 
14, and the lone skater girl, 
Alana Smith, 9.
 The children are in school 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. up-
stairs at the Mesa center, and 
then from 2:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
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Local

Church officials urge
victims to come forward

World

The Associated Press

 VATICAN CITY (AP) — Eu-
ropean bishops are urging clerical 
sex abuse victims to go to police 
and are promising more transpar-
ency and cooperation with civil 
authorities in abuse cases.
 The Swiss Bishops Conference 
said Wednesday that its members 
underestimated the problem of 
clerical abuse and are now telling 
victims to consider criminal com-
plaints.
  Denmark’s Catholic Church 
said it would launch an investi-
gation next week into claims of 
clerical abuse dating back several 
decades. 
 And Italy’s bishop’s confer-
ence has promised to cooperate 
with civil authorities.
 The statements come a week 
after Pope Benedict XVI excoriat-
ed Irish bishops for serious errors 
in judgment in their handling of 
abuse and demanded they cooper-
ate with civil authorities.

By The Numbers 
–––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––

 • Church abuse has cost 
the U.S Roman Catholic 
church nearly 3 billion 
dollars. 

 Pop Benedict XVI’s •	
favorability rating has 
dropped to 27 percent 
among Americans.

 Between 1950 and •	
2002, Catholic priests 
and deacons have sexu-
ally abused at least 10, 
677 children. 

From 2004 to 2009, •	
4,568 more victims 
were	identified. 

 At least •	 7,438 priests 
and deacons total have 
sexually abused children 
from 1950 to 2004. 

[Information provided by AFP]

Worsening weather forces
residents to evacuate homes

Weather
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Eric Tucker, Associated Press

 CRANSTON, R.I. — Flood-
ing on a scale rarely seen in 
New England forced hundreds 
of residents from their homes 
Wednesday, overwhelmed sewage 
systems and snarled traffic as 
major East Coast routes washed 
out or transformed into a soaked 
labyrinth of detours and closures.
 As three days of record-break-
ing rains tapered to a drizzle, 
forecasters warned the worst of 
widespread flooding from Maine 
to Connecticut was still ahead as 
rivers and streams had yet to crest 
— for the second time in a month.
 In Rhode Island, which bore 
the brunt of the storm, residents 
were experiencing the worst 
flooding in more than 100 years.  
 Stretches of Interstate 95, the 
main route linking Boston to 
New York, were closed and could 

remain so for days.
 Every resident of Rhode 
Island, a state of about 1 million, 
was asked to conserve water and 
electricity because of flooded 
sewage systems and electrical 
substations. 
 Rising waters either stranded 
hundreds of people or sent them 
to shelters. Many of those who 
stayed behind appeared shell-
shocked, still recovering from 
floods two weeks ago caused by 
as much as 10 inches of rain.
 Monica Bourgeois, 45, cried 
Wednesday morning as she stood 
outside her home in Cranston, 
where a sewer pump station gave 
out and hundreds of residents had 
evacuated by early Wednesday.  
 The Pawtuxet River had turned 
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Obama: ‘The ground has shifted beneath our feet’
Philip Elliott, Associated Press

 WASHINGTON — Revers-
ing a ban on oil drilling off most 
U.S. shores, President Barack 
Obama announced an expansive 
new policy on Wednesday that 
could put new oil and natural 
gas platforms in waters along the 
southern Atlantic coastline, the 
eastern Gulf of Mexico and part 
of Alaska. 
 Speaking at Andrews Air Force 
Base outside Washington, Obama 
said, “This is not a decision that 
I’ve made lightly.” 
 He spoke of the expected 
outcry from disappointed environ-
mentalists by saying he had stud-
ied the issue for more than a year 
and concluded it was the right 
call given the nation’s voracious 

thirst for energy and the need to 
produce jobs and keep American 
businesses competitive.
 “We’re announcing the expan-
sion of offshore oil and gas explo-
ration but in ways that balance the 
need to harness domestic energy 
resources and the need to protect 
America’s natural resources,” 
Obama said, standing in front of a 
Navy F-18 fighter scheduled to fly 
on Earth Day with a half-biomass 
fuel mix.
 The president said his deci-
sion is part of a broader strategy 
that also includes expanding the 
production of nuclear power and 
other clean energy sources, to 
“move us from an economy that 
runs on fossil fuels and foreign oil 
to one that relies more on home-
grown fuels and clean energy.”

 “The only way this transition 
will succeed is if it strengthens 
our economy in the short term and 
the long run,” the president said. 
“To fail to recognize this reality 
would be a mistake.”
 Obama made no secret of the 
fact that one factor in his decision 
was attracting Republican support 
for a sweeping climate change bill 
that has languished in Congress. 
“Drill, baby, drill” was a Repub-
lican mantra during the 2008 
presidential campaign.
 “While our politics has re-
mained entrenched along worn 
divides, the ground has shifted be-
neath our feet,” the president said. 
“Around the world, countries are 
seeking an edge in the global mar-

[See OBAMA, page 2]   

Government

- 1 -

A truck sits abandoned in Rhode Island after flooding from the Pawtuxet 
River increases. Officials say the water is expected to reach a record-break-
ing height of 17.5 feet. 

Photo by Mary Altaffer/AP
The Chevron Genesis Oil Rig Platform is seen in the Gulf of Mexico, near 
New Orleans. President Obama’s new policy would put new oil and natural 
gas platforms in waters near Alaska, the eastern Gulf of Mexixo and the 
southern Atlantic coastline.


