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DISCOVERY TAKES OFF
Seven astronauts head to space on 

one of the shuttle’s final missions. PAGE A3

Nation
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The quake that hit California on Sunday, April 4, was felt in Mexico as well as Las Vegas and Phoenix. Here, a U..S. Border Patrol agent walks 
amid broken glass littering the streets of downtown Calixeco, California.

California, Mexico 
rocked by 7.2 quake

WORLD

115 miners rescued from flooded coal mine

Gillian Wong,  Associated Press

 XIANGNING, China — More 
than 100 Chinese miners were 
pulled out alive Monday after 
being trapped for over a week 
in a flooded coal mine, where 
some ate sawdust and strapped 
themselves to the shafts’ walls 
with their belts to avoid drown-
ing while they slept.
 Rescued miners wrapped in 
blankets, some with their light-
sensitive eyes covered but their 
feet bare, were hurried to waiting 
ambulances that sped wailing to 
nearby hospitals. 
 One clapped on his stretcher 
and reached out his blackened 
hands to grasp those of rescuers 
on either side.
 Rescuers in tears hugged each 
other at the scene, which was 

broadcast live on national televi-
sion. 
 The sudden surge in rescues 
was a rare piece of good news 
for China’s mining industry, the 
deadliest in the world. 
 A rescue spokesman said 115 
survivors had been pulled out 
as of 4:30 p.m. local time (0830 
GMT; 4:30 a.m. EDT).
 “A miracle has finally hap-
pened,” Liu Dezheng told 
reporters Monday morning, after 
the first nine miners were taken 
out shortly after midnight. “We 
believe that more miracles will 
happen.”
 Of the 153 initially trapped, 
there are still 38 miners in the 
shaft. Rescuers expressed con-
fidence Monday they could be 
saved but did not say whether 
there had been any contact with 
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Jackson doctor  
faces procedural 

hearing 
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Dr. Conrad Murphy in Los Angeles.

Linda Deutsch, Associated Press 

 LOS ANGELES — The doc-
tor charged in Michael Jackson's 
death faces a procedural hearing 
Monday, but it has prompted 
authorities to brace for a crowd 
of fans and media as well as more 
than a dozen members of the 
deceased superstar's family.
 Dr. Conrad Murray has 
pleaded not guilty to involuntary 
manslaughter, and the hearing in 
Los Angeles Superior Court is 
aimed at assigning a judge to try 
the case and setting a preliminary 
hearing date.
 Normally, such a procedural 
hearing would draw few specta-
tors. But with Jackson's death as 
the backdrop, crowds of fans and 
media are expected. 
 And Jackson family mem-
bers, including his parents and 
siblings, are committed to attend-
ing all court proceedings against 
Murray.
 Some of them have suggested 
the charge of involuntary man-
slaughter is not severe enough.
If convicted, Murray would face 
a maximum sentence of four 
years in prison.
 Sandi Gibbons, spokeswoman 
for the district attorney's office, 
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Economy
U.S service sector 

sees fastest growth in 
two years

Tali Arbel, Associated Press

 NEW YORK — The U.S. 
service sector grew in March at 
its fastest pace in more than two 
years, suggesting the economic 
recovery is expanding from the 
nation's factories to its shops, 
restaurants, hospitals and other 
big sources of jobs.
 The Institute for Supply 
Management, a trade group, said 
Monday its service index rose to 
55.4 in March from 53 in Febru-
ary.
 Economists surveyed by 
Thomson Reuters had expected a 
reading of 54. Any reading above 
50 signals expansion.It is the 
strongest pace of growth since 
ISM revised how it measured the 
service sector in January 2008.
 The service sector is impor-
tant as it accounts for about 80 
percent of U.S. jobs excluding 
farmworkers. It includes jobs in 
areas like health care, retail and 
financial services. 
 The sector is highly dependent 
on consumer spending, which 
powers about 70 percent of the 
economy.The recovery in services 
has been bumpy, lagging a re-
surgence in manufacturing amid 
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Julie Watson, Associated Press

 Police 
patrolled 
streets lit-
tered with 
shattered 
glass Mon-
day morning 

and closed off several blocks 
of historic buildings damaged 
in a deadly Easter Sunday 
earthquake across the border in 
Mexico.
 No injuries were reported in 
Calexico, the U.S. area hardest 
hit by the 7.2-magnitude quake. 
 A 3-block-by-4-block area 
containing prewar buildings 
housing businesses was closed 
because of damage.

 Sal Farah, 62, spent the night 
in his 50-year-old Yturralde 
Furniture store, fearing it could be 
looted since the giant storefront 
windows were knocked out by the 
quake.
 “I didn’t get much sleep, 
especially in the morning when 
it shook hard again,” Farah said, 
standing in the store littered by 
broken vases, lamps and shat-
tered knickknacks. They planned 
to board up the windows later 
Monday and hoped to be back in 
business within a day.
 Sunday’s quake centered just 
south of the U.S. border near 
Mexicali killed two people in 
Mexico and injured at least 100, 
including someone who was hit in 
the head by a sign at a carwash in 

the California town of El Centro.
 Scientists measured about 100 
aftershocks early Monday, said 
seismologist Kate Hutton at the 
California Institute of Technology 
in Pasadena. Statistically, there 
will be one aftershock of around 
6.0 and perhaps 10 of 5.0 or 
larger, she said.
 The initial earthquake downed 
three power lines, a gas leak 
forced a brief evacuation of about 
30 homes, and residents were re-
moved from a senior living center 
built in the early 1900s. 
 Electricity was out for hours in 
the city’s southeast area.
 “Right now our main concern 
is the safety for the people,” said 
fire Chief Pete Mercado. 
 He said the city was also work-

ing on a plan to help Mexicali 
with water supplies because of 
damage to their water system.
 Despite the jolting, police 
Lt. Jesus Serrano said there 
were few emergency calls and 
no sign of panic.
 “There’s broken windows, 
some cracked masonry build-
ings” and some buildings had 
falling bricks, although none 
was in immediate danger of 
collapse, Serrano said. Dam-
age was still being assessed, he 
said.
 The U.S damage appeared 
to be limited to California’s 
southeastern Imperial Valley in 
what was one of the strongest 
earthquakes to hit the region in 
decades. 
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Rescued miners are brought to ambulances as they are removed from the 
flooded Wangjialing Coal Mine in China’s Shanxi Province. 38 miners still 

remain in the mine, although more than 100 have been rescued. 
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